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PACIFIC ELECTRIC #1239 headed for Santa Ana at 
Slauson Avenue, Los Angeles, 5 ag he 1945. 
-- He Le Kelso 
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Over the Editor’s Trainsheet 


With many of the fans in the service 
coming back to civilian life interest in 
railfan activities has grown to a point 
where it is safe to say that we can look 
for an early return to the fan trips and “3 
other activies that were so popular before “™. 
the war. Numerous incuiries have rolled 
in as to club activities with both old and 
new faces appearing at the meetings. During 
the War the Northern Cal was not able to get-together due to 
the fact that most of its members were of service age. Some 
of the elder members of the Railway & Locomotive Historical 
Society were able to keep going at the Berkeley Roundhouse of 
that organization. Thanks to them your editor was able to 
keep up with locel news. Now with our own members coming 
back to civilian life, we can look forward to acting on our 
own and in cooperation with the other fan groups to visit 
familiar railroad scenes. 


Bg far the most trequently requested fan 
trip mentioned in letters todate has been a re- 
running of the R&LHS 1938 trip over the North- 
western Pacific and California Western to Fort 
Bragg. You can rest assured that as soon as it 
is possible that trip will be operated. Gilbert 
Kneiss of R&LHS has already started inquiries, and 
tne Northern California Railroad Club has offered 

fullest cooperation. If all fans can get behind one united 
effort, we can insure a 100% enjoyable trip. If we can avoid 
the pre-war confusion, fan trips in the Bay Area can equal if 
not surpass the splendid record of the Railroad Boosters in 
Southern Calirornia. 


Permit us this space to plug for more activity on your 
part to bring a bigger and better "Western Railroader" to 
your home each month. First of all the better Western 
Railroader will come if each of you turn in news items, articles 
and pictures that you come across. Secondly the bigger West- 
ern Railroader will come if you tell your railfan acquaintances 
about the paper for the Western Railfan. Anyone can subscribe 
to get the paper each month at our low rate of twenty issues 
for a dollar. Get your friend to drop a dollar in the mail 


right away. THE WESTERN RAILROADER 
P.O. Box 668, SAN MATEO, CALIF. 
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For the Western Railfan 
FRANCIS GUIDO, Editor 
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Subscription Rate: Twenty issues for # Dollar; single copies 0c 
"Official Publication of the Northern California Railroad Club® 











void 


ticles 
est- 
ances 
cribe 
ies 
il 


ss 10c 
Club® 








My Favorite PRail-Photo 


from the collection of George Karnshan 





I would like to submit the favorite from my collection. 
I'll admit its a pretty beat-up picture and many a good rail 
fan phctographer would probably frown on it as far as clear- 
ity and composition are concerned. Never the less it is 
favorite because every time I look at it memorys of the old 
Tonoph and Tidewater Railroad come back to me. The old T&T 
traversed the great waste lands of California and Nevada 
known as the Armagosa and Mojave deserts. In its hey-day 
of hauling miners and borax to and from the Death Valley 
region, this line boasted 252 miles of trackage and 16 
locomotives. Its main line ran from Ludlow, Calitornia, to 
Beatty, Nevada. ( 
This particular snap shows engine Number 7, & Baldwin 
consolidation, pulling into Death Valley Junction with a 
flat and an old combination car after makingthe run down 
from Beatty, Nevada. ” 
The picture was taken one blistering hot Friday after- 
noon back in April, 19359, with a small vest pocket kodak 
back when the T&T was still running a mixed train once a 
week. I happened to be in Death Valley Juncticn trying 
to get. passage back to Los Angeles after my car had broken 
down in Death Valley. While I was pondering over the fact 
that transportation possabilities looked pretty dismal, I 
heard the distant wail of a locomotive whistle and before 
long saw the faint wisp of smoke appearing on the distant 
horizone 
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In a few moments, rumbling down the tracks came old 
Number 7 with her bobtail train in tow, IT was saving one 
shot of film for just such an occasion so I took her picture 
as she went rolling by. : 

It was a sad day for me back in '42 when I heard that 
my favorite railroad was to be torn up for scrap, but I am 

that I have pictures of the Taf to refresh my memory 
of the "Nevada Short Line". 
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Spal Odes 


NAMES AND SLOGANS OF WESTERN SHCRT LINES 
"Can you identify the road?" 


"RPeothor River Route’ 

"The Vorld's Finest Sroliey System" 

"Son Diero Short Line" 

tvellcow Cars" 

"Key Route” 

"Crookedest Ratlrecd in tue Jerlée* 
"Blossom Trcelisy Trip" 

"Thro the Redwocds" 

"Ride the White Front Cars" 

"Ship by Narrow Guage" 

"Lest to leeve; First tc Arrive" 
"Traction Compsny" 

"Largest Electric Interurben System 
in the orld" 

“Redwood Enpire Route" 

"Nara Valley Route" 

"Sacramento Short Line" 

"Orem Line” 

"Ride & Relax" 

"Cache Valley Route" 

"Through the Sacramento Valley" 


ANSWERS 


“THE BIG RED CARS” 
* 


Western Paciric Railroad 
Fortland Traction 
San Dieso & Arizona Zastern 
Los Angeles Railway 
San Freneisco, Oakland & San Jose 
Mt Tamalpias & Muir Woods ReRe 
Peninsular Railway 
California western Railroad 
Market Street Railway 
Nevada County Narrow Guage ReRe 
retaluma & Santa Rosa Railroad 
Central California Traction 
Pacific Electric 
Northwestern Facific 
San Francisco, Napa & Calistoga R.Re 
San Francisco-Sacramento Railroad 
Salt Lake & Utah Railroad 
San Diego Electric Railway 
Utah-Idaho Central Railroad 

20. Sacramento Northern 

If you know any others please 
drop us a line as we'd like to run 


a supplemental list. - Editor 
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Tonopah & Goldfield's diesel-electric locomotive (U.S. 
Army Transportation Corps #8016) backing the regular T &G@ 
train into Tonopah Depot, October 23, 1945. The T&G is 
also using UsA-TC #8015. Both of these twelve-wheel diesel 
electrics built by American Locomotive's Schenectady works 
in 1942 originally saw service in Iran, -- G.M. Best-Al Rose 


YOSEMITE VALLEY RAILWAY CO. (IN LIQUIDATION) 

Actual tearing up of Yosemite Valley rails was started 
on November 29th when a wrecking train was sent up the canyon 
with the YV's homemade track puller. Four YV box cars were 
converted to flats for hauling the rail. -- Al Rose 


pgp Reg rere ao JUICE HOGS 

© Oregon Electric, which recently went all diesel 

most of their electric engines stored on track near the Besse 
Se roundhouse at Portland, Oregon. -- Al Phelps 


MICHIGAN-CALIFORNIA LUMBER COMPANY 

Qut of Pino Grande Mill, the Michigan Califfornia Lumber 
Lumber Company's narrow guage railroad has the rollowing 
assignment of shay locomotives: ex-#6, #10 and #18 stored 
on a spur west of town, #5 and #9 kept at Fino Grande as spare 
engines, #4 Pino Grande switcher and run to North Cable, #6 
out to Camp 10 where it meets #15 operating between Camp 10 
and Camp 15, #15 operates out of Camp 15 where #8 is kept 
as & spare. -- Al Phelps 


NORTHERN REDWOOD LUMBER COMPANY 

The Northern Redwood Iymber, operators of the Arca@a & 
wad River, have their new #5 in operation along with hieslers 
22 and 25. A&MR #7 is being shopped and Hiesler #23 is out 
or service and probably will never run againe -- Dessert 


HAMMOND REDWOOD LUMBER 

The Hammond Lumber Company whose line closed due to fire 
damage has the following assignment of locomotives: #2, shay, 
stored at Crannell, #5, shay, stored at Somoa, #1l, 2-8-0, 
stationary boiler at Crannell, #12, 2-6-6-2T, operating extra, 
#15, 2-8-2, operating Somoa-Crannell, #16, 2-8-2T, in Somoa 
Shops, #17, 2-8-2T, stranded in woods, #31, shay, stranded in 
woods, #32, shay, stored at Crannelle -. pessert 
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San Francisco, Calif. The City of San Francisco has been 
advised to build the often discussed 
Market Street and Mission Street subways by L.V. Newton 
according to late newspaper reports. The plan also calls 
for fast electric train service to the Peninsula over the 
40 line right of way in connection with the Mission Street 


subway. This is a change from the previous recomendation 
of busses down the Peninsula. 


Los Angeles, Calif. There are some reports that the civic 

leaders in Los Angeles are not satisfied 
with the bus substitution planned by the Los Angeles Transit 
Lines. They are calling for a well-rounded plan of street 
cars, trolley busses and gas busses. 





Portland, Oregon The Portland Traction Company is considering 
purchase of 200 busses to replace street cars 
and old busses. 78 miles of track are to be abandoned. 





Denver, Colorado The Denver Tramway has announced that it will 
substitute busses for all except two street 
car routes over a five year periods 





San Diego, Calif. The San Diego Electric Railway is consider- 

ing substitution of trackless trollies for 
some or all of the existing street car lines. A study is now 
being made, but in any even some busses will take over some of 
the local runs. Before the war route #3 was scheduled to be 
motorized. 





Oakland, Calif. The Key System has outlined plans for trolley 

bus operations--previously reported--and sta 
that the rail lines to be retained will have light weight cars. 
The transbay units are scheduled to be replaced by lighter and 
faster equipment. 





KEY NOTES 


The Key System has requested permission to 
reroute the #2 street car line to operate in both 
Girections on Washington street in downtown Oak- 
land instead of the present loop via Broadway, 7th 

Street, and Washington. The cars would cross over on Wash- 
ington between 6th and 7th. --- Key bridge units are being 
letteed to show the main loading doors. --- The 700 type 
street cars are now having their fenders replaced with life 
guards. -- Bertz. 


A two car train of ex-IER cars on the Pacific Electric 
enroute to the Torrance Shops collided with a l5-car freight 
headed by motor 1628 on October 19th. -- The P.E. has remove 
all overhead on its San Bernadino-Redlands, Gorona, Arrowhead 
and Highland branches. Diesel-electrics are now being used 
on these lines, but the lines to Golton and Los Angeles are 
still electricly operated. -- Fleming & Brewer 
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vy & T DOLLS UP FOR CELEBRATION 





The Virginia & Truckee Railway dolled up 
their number 25, 4-6-0, with a false diamond 
Ye stack and headlight for the Nevada Admission 
> Day celebration, October 31. Old coach #8, 
which has been used in construction train, was 
fitted with an old-time bar complete with saw 
dust and spitoons and lettered "V&T Club Coach", "Julia 
Bullete". Coaches 18, 19 and 20 completed the special train 
uged during the holidays. 
Pans will mourn the passing of Samuel C. Bigelow, Receiver 
in charge of the V&T, who died October SOth. He was always 
very accommodating and helpful to visiting fanse--Dave Welch 


YREKA WESTERN RAILROAD BEING RELAID 

The entire main line or the Yreka Western between Yreka 
and Montague has been relaid with 75-1b. steel. New motive 
power purchased this past year consists of ex-State Belt Rail- 
road #7 and #8, 0-6-O's, and ex-Long Bell Lumber #94, a three 
truck shay. The line is hauling about nine cars of logs 
each day for Fruit Growers Supply's Hilt Operations. The 
daily train leaves Yreka about 7 aeme and returns from Mont- 
ague about 10 aeme. -- Philip C. Johnson 


WESTERN PACIFIC NOTES 


STE The three locomotives involved when a passenger 
WESEERN train hit the rear helper on a freight opposite Tracy 


rae were #17, 2-8-0, on the freight, 177, 4-8-2, heading 
CI 


the passenger and #81, 4-6-0, helper on the Passengere 
Tidewater Southern electric motor #100 was in 
the Central California Traction shops for a overhaul and CCT 


#10 was sent to Modesto to cover her runs. Sacramento Northern 
602 is also at Modesto, not 601 as reported. -- Nolmes 


LONG BELL BRINGS MALLET TO CALIFORNIA 
The Long Bell Lumber Company's northern California 
operations based at Tennant now has a 2-6-G-z mallet in 
operation with the transfer of #1001 from the Ryderwood, 
Washington, operations. The lumber company line has been 
extended east o1 the Great Northern crossing at grade about 
ten miles north of Lookout, the crossing veing protected 
by interlocking signals. -- Philip C. Johnson 
SOUTHERN PACIFIC LINES 
Trains 7 and 8,"The Shasta", are using engine 
5722, 2-10-2, between Dunsmuir and Ashlané and 2426, 
4-6=2, between Ashland and Grants Pass. Engines 
2470 and 2472, 4-6-2's, are usually on trains 229 
and 330, "The Rogue River" between Portland and Ash- 
land. The Gerber local, trains 201 and 202, between 
Sacremento and Gerber has been opersted with engine 3121, 4-6-2. 
--Al Phelps 


a Be ate gar ged has ordered 50 steel cabooses of the 

w "Bay Window sign changing over trom the time-hono 

cupola design. - S.Pe release ° ~ 
SePe 2505, 2-8-0, is now at Sparks. The engine car 

& house on the tender for the brakeman as thine So Br sapect sg 

in the cab. SePe 1110, 0-6-0, 


its scheduled to be conve 
to a saddle tank shop engine. - Dave Welch re 
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BONANZA RAILROADS 


By GILBERT H.KweIss 
“A chronicle of the most glam- 


Reviews of Railway Literature — Faiiroata 8? fF American 


While the latest addition to the Stanfora eeretey Press 
series on the transportation of the West can not be called a 
book on railroading, "Via Western Express and Stagecoach" is 
an essential link in the story of western transportation. This 
is the story of the stagecoach and express companies in the Old 
West before the "Iron Horse" arrived to relegate them to the 
background. It is a fitting link in the series in which "Cable 
Car Days", "Paddle-Wheel Days", and"Bonansa Railroads" have so 
wonderfully told their story. Here the human, picturesque 
and ever so exciting story of transporting men, valuables and 
letters to the Mother Lode is told with the exacting correct- 
ness yet brilliant color that only a writer of Oscar 0. Winther! 
caliber could produce. 

Copies of "Via Western Express and Stagecoach" should be 
in your local bookstore for the Christmes trade at $5.00. 
Another in the same series, titled "ships of the Redwood Coast", 
4s scheduled, but your editor has not yet seen the advance copies 


CABLE CAR DAYS ss siiscncs 


Eecar ,, Po 


4y Stary Mac MULLEN ® The story of one of the city’s most 


Adventure, tragedy, competition—~"" characteristic features. Revised edi- 
the lusty story of the river steamers tion 1944. Illus. $3.00 
and ferries. 1944. Iilus. 


PADDLE-WHEEL 
DA 


uN 
CALIFORNIA 
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OAKLAND (c ALIFORNTIA) co: mw OF 10 BLECTRIC RAIL- 
~~ With 51 Car-O- Grams Slaele WAY COUPON TICKETS. Abanened lines. 
erminals 


services and distances of all 1900-1812 . r $1.00 


transportation in 1926—many now aban- QPPICIAL RAILWAY @urbie— The Rail- 
doned. Large folding map. New ....4 fan's “Bible”. lasuex available for 19 
CENTRAL PACIFICO RAIZROAD sump: *"-*° ‘1. 42. 43. Each 92.80 
1876 Complaint pertaining to stock ex- INTERURBAN BLEC. RLY. (F: =n ve &. 
change with Calif. Pa R.R. 8 pages. . Bridge Elec. Ry. now abandoned.) 
Soares historic item on. “Big Four.” $1.00 Commute book for 1 .. $1.00 
RAILWAY BQUIPMENT REGISTERS. — SACRAMENTO NORTHERN “REY. Sys- 
Complete Encyclope dias of rolling-stock of tem Timetable & Condensed Time Tables. 
every railroad in UV. Canada. Mexico 1938. The two items ... $1.00 
1938, 1942. Over 1000 on. Each ...... ERIE B.R. (onde aand Bier “print Profiles. 
MOODY'S MANUALS OF BAILEOADS — All Divisions. Off. Chief Eng. 1919. Over 
Many maps showing all steam railroads in 410 separate profiles $1.50 
existence in the United Staten Good copies OVER THE RANGE TO rE GOLDEN 
for folle wing years: 192 1929, 1930 and GATE In the SOs and 90's, Tourist 
1931 Each - 85.00 Guide to Colorade, N.M.. Utah, Nevada 
Fin = 4 California and the tireat Northwest By 
olan tee lila it pen, Rb Pes Pet = Stanley Wood, TMlus.” Good copies. | 280 
koid binding $1.00 - RRRSEEEE ES 


SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA. [ilustrated pic- COLLECTION OF 12 ANNUAL PASSES— 











Class I Ratlroads Fine for your collec- 
b- ~ = " vee . = re » vont ot tion or. trading, 1950-1940. No duplicates 
ee we 12 for $1.00.. 50 for $3.00. 


MAP OF — PRANCISCO. Showing Rail- THE RAILROAD EVIL ‘AND Ifs REM- 
roads, Streets, Streetcar Lines, ete Com- BDY!— Address by A. A. Cohen, Anti-C.? 
piled fron i atest Off lc ial Vata Revised RR Aste — y, regy Page Central Pacific 
to 1904. B lueline (20 x 2 $1.50 Pollet its, disxerimina- 


xe 
A CORNERSTONE FOR cae COLLEC- tien Perhives do ete. Much_ his- 
TION 











| 
| 
{An Original Issue of the Atmerinen torical date on “The Octopus” of Califor- | 
Railroad Journal. Pub. in 1836. « containing 16 nia and Mie hina jor f nh Big Four 
pages of articles, anecdotes, letters, and rare document. 23 pages, 8. F. 1879 $2.50 
miscellaneous mts eo as well ax ad- THE AD OF A 1000 WONDERS—The 
vertixements typi uring the genesis of Coast) Line en Bate — the SI’. RR 
the American A de A limited he 4 from Los Angeles thre F.. to Port- 
of this 108-Year-Old item availab 1 I ae ay Bh on ag eae BO Sines, | Exe | 
SOUTH BAY ER. & LAND CO. ( salifir ni u) tremely beautiful brechure—all  illustra- 
Stock Certificate with quaint train cut—ex- tiens in color—issued he the SI. Rly, 1907 | 
cellent for amtng XX very rare bea 72 Ves. Geod copies $2 
i 10 x 5 in 75 ‘ $1.00 


538 15TH ST.. OAKLAND 12, CALIF. | 























